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In an interview with Mardom-e Yazd, governor outlines plans to improve visitor access and tourism infrastructure

Yazd Sets Sights on Tourism Growth Through
Rail Expansion and Heritage Revival

Yazd Governor Mohammadreza Babaei has outlined plans to expand rail
services and improve access to historic attractions, saying two trainsets are
expected to enter service within six months and a section of the Zarch Qanat
could open to visitors within four to five months.

Speaking to Mardom-e Yazd on the sidelines of the province’s first specialized
tourism exhibition, Babaei said better transport links, accommodation and access
to heritage sites were essential to tourism development.Asked when residents
would see tourism plans translate into tangible improvements in services and

urban amenities, he pointed to the exhibition as a step toward help-
ing people discover the province’s attractions.Exhibitors from across
Yazd province, he said, offered residents and prospective visitors an
opportunity to learn about destinations that remain unfamiliar even to
many local people.“Many of Yazd’s tourism assets are still unknown
to its own residents,” Babaei said. According to the governor, the prov-
ince has around 6,000 identified heritage sites, approximately 2,000
nationally registered sites and 11 World Heritage inscriptions. He also
highlighted Yazd’s World Heritage-listed historic city and the interna-
tional recognition of its traditional jewellery craftsmanship as assets
that could support tourism growth.

Expanding Travel Infrastructure

Babaei said efforts to strengthen Yazd Air had made significant pro-
gress over the previous year. The airline was among the exhibitors
at the event.He also cited the construction of a five-star hotel as part
of efforts to expand modern accommodation in the province.On rail
transport, the governor said two trainsets were being built through
projects involving Chadormalu and a private-sector operator, with
services expected to begin within six months.Tourism development
requires coordinated investment in transport and accommodation, he
said, so that visitors can reach Yazd and make use of its attractions.

Opening Access to Historic Sites

Babaei said restoration work at the Zarch Qanat was intended to make
part of the historic underground water system accessible to visitors
within four to five months.The proposed opening would allow visitors

to see how earlier generations built water channels under
difficult conditions and helped sustain settlement in Yazd,
he said.The governor also identified the city’s historic walls
and fortifications, the Sadr-ol-Olama complex and the tradi-
tional bazaar as attractions whose visibility and accessibility
should be improved.Discussing the bazaar, Babaei said its
condition had been unsatisfactory when the current adminis-
tration took office, despite its popularity with visitors. Ear-
lier alterations, including plasterwork, had detracted from
its historic character, he added Restoration efforts were now
aimed at recovering the bazaar’s original appearance.

Promoting Lesser-Known Attractions

Asked how the exhibition would support tourism busi-
nesses and handicraft producers, Babaei emphasized its
role in introducing the attractions of different districts to a
wider audience.Alongside historic sites, he said, the event
showcased natural attractions, conservation arcas and the
province’s plant and animal life.He described greater pub-
lic awareness as a necessary first step toward encouraging
visits, adding that the exhibition also gave handicraft pro-
ducers an opportunity to present their work, although par-
ticipation in that sector was limited.

Babaei urged local media and the provincial broadcaster to
help introduce Yazd’s attractions to audiences across Iran,
saying sustained coverage could play a significant role in
encouraging travel to the province.




